
The World’s Luckiest Man? 
 
 
 
“Luck, is when careful preparation meets 
opportunity,” said a man who made a living from 
writing books about how to win competitions run by 
soap and other manufacturers.  
 
Most people reckon luck to be something random – a 
‘gift from the gods’, as it were. But what enabled the 
pilot to escape? Was it ‘luck’, as most people mean it 
– pure chance? Was it that a man with great skill 
suddenly had the opportunity to use that skill? Or was 
it more? Was it that the pilot, like all human beings, is 
immortal until his life allocation - as set by his Maker - 
is used up? 
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